[Adult cataract surgery in Aquitaine: motivations, technical procedures and results. Inventory in 1999].
Cataract surgery in the Aquitaine department in France has been investigated in terms of motivations, technical procedures, and results. Observations were made from a retrospective sample of 500 operations performed during the last 3 months of 1999. Information was collected concerning patient motivation, the technical aspects of the operation, inpatient or outpatient management, the major follow-up events and the functional results. The study showed substantially altered visual function in most of the patients before the operation, very few preliminary technical investigations, a phacoemulsification procedure in 97% of the cases, and 95% good or very good results. Outpatient surgery was performed in 33% cases, comparable to the 23% average in France over the same period of time. Two cases of endophthalmia were diagnosed and successfully treated. Secondary cataract appeared in 16 patients during the 6-month follow-up period. These results show that practices in Aquitaine comply with current standards. They suggest that all the components necessary to further development of cataract surgery are in place, as long as the surgical supply is able to respond to the increasing demand.